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For my comrades.

messianic time

11

1

4

radiant incipience 15
energy 17
stages of grief 18
make/work 20
Against the Law 21
scratch 23
Among Other White Jews 24
silences 25
Regarding the Prophetic Tradition
2

burrow 69
containment 71
Unseen 72
wager 73
Rothko/Lupron 74
civility 76
float 77
June to August 78
faintly 80
A Sense of History 81
Place 83

trans-socialist 31

5

3

prima donna 87
Where Tear Gas Can’t Reach 88
Visible to Vanishing 90
Tight Pants 91
either/or 93
Spectacle 94
Degenerate 95
Transparencies 96
innocence isn’t the opposite of violence
Crow 98
doing what you’re supposed to 100

26

Plenitude 45
hustle 48
Tóngzhì 50
Dysphoria, Smoothed 52
portrait of the autist as a young whatever
riding 56
warning 57
anything you want 58
Closet Exits Camouflaged 59
“tough but fair” 61
Spilling Over 62

54

97

6
rehearsal 104
lines 105
for Chile, on the day after a status-quo federal election
in the Canadian state 107
movement 108
manifest 110
a simile is more honest than a metaphor
thank you no questions at this time 111
Notes and Acknowledgements

About the Author 119

115

messianic time
imagine there were no oppression to shape our identities. instead:
limitless forms of descriptive difference not essentialized and
politicized by violence. if we were to say I in such a world, we might
mean almost nothing but a historied, futured, networked locus of
desire
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radiant incipience
and if some came to say trans rights
and others came out since they thought
it’d be a big old party,
celebration of fuck the police,
a moment when the rules
might be suspended,
that’s all good. I mean,
the contradictions
of mass gatherings
interest me, it’s not
that I’m incurious,
but that I find those motives
are all one.
when the police locked comrades
in the library and lied
about it, our chant said
trans rights are human rights,
but what we meant was
rights won’t save us
if we don’t protect each other.
a comrade said
the read-in of trans authors was
the happiest she’d ever been
at any protest except
possibly a kiss-in once.
the revolution will need savvy
party planners, capable
of seeing
how the carnival’s already here.
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